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Hpe iozed are seven copies of & drart ezecutive order transferring administration
. Forthern Harissa Iriemdis of the Trust Territory of the Fecific Islands

? ihe Secretary of the Havy to ilie Secretary of the Imterior. We recommersi
swat the draft exacutive order be signed, Af possible before May 31, 1962, the
ansning dete of the Trusteeship Conneil. The effective date of the cxder,

heusver, is July 1, 1962.

e sdaipistretion of the Trust Territory wae transferred from the Secretary
of the Favy to civiliap admindetretion under the Secretary of the Interior by

Srambive Order No. 10265 of Jume 29, 1951. Subsequently, the islands of the
Eovtheon Marienas, except for the lslend of Rots, were returned to lavy Jurie~
Aiction by Exscutive Order Ho. 10408 of Hovember 10, ;952, as emanded by EBx-
scutive Order ¥o. 10470 of July 17. 1953.

The: m‘?%er of divided administrative respemsibility has been kept under study
by both Depertments apd 1t bas now been determined that the Forthern nrienac
shomld be returned to Interiowr. In this compection, we should peint cut that
the Trusteeship Council of the United Hetioms, which enpually reviews our
aéninistration of the Trust Territory, has been critical of the "split® admin
igtration. Daring the secsion of Jume 1961, after appropriste clearences haxi
beon obtained by the State Departm-nt, the Trusteeship Councll was advised by
the Bigh Coswiieeioner that "this mntter has bgsen receiving most careful attention
at the highest lsvel of our Governmsnt and I cem nov iurther say that the Depaxt-
meuts concerned are agreed in principle that the administration of the Perritory
shonld be unified. ‘The detalled steps for br:lngmg sbout this unified adminis-
tration are now in process ef being worked ou

The mparmw of the Navy and Interdior are working out the detalls of the

tronefer end have recommended July 1, 1962, es the most eppropriate trensfer
deta. As we mentioned before, it is hoped thet the order can be promulgated
before May 31, the schoduled opening date of the Trusteeship Council session.

He have submitted copies of the draft exscutive order to the Depariments of the
Bavy and State oa en informal besiz. Doth heve advised that they have neo o‘bJec-
tiong to the order im its present form.

Upon the trensfer of the Horthern pisriena Islepds to the jurisdiction of the
Secratery of the Intericr, we shall move the Trust Territory headquarters to
Saipan as the provisional capital of the territory. Headquarters were initielly
established in Faweii and, in 1954, were trapeferred to Gusz ag an interim move.
The Pfacilities now located om Seipnan which are being made svailable without ex-

change of funds make the mové of Truat Territory haadqu&r‘bers particuiarly ad-
vantageous at this time.

¥Your favorsble comeideration of the enclosed Areft executive crder will be
greatly appreciated.

fincerely yours,
faf D. Otie Beasley
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